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EDITOR'S NOTES

I'd 1ike to apologize to all of our readers for the delay of
this month's issue of the Nite-Times News. Unfortunately, due
to work related obligations, it was unavoidable. We have
experienced a mild reorganization of <the CATUG which has
resulted in the responsibilities of the following positions
being assumed by new individuals:

CATUG Coordinator Dave Lebowitz
Night Owl Special Timex SubOp Ed Schoen

QL Public Domain Librarian Butch Weinberg
Nite-Times News Editor Gary Lessenberry

Ve are still in need of a volunteer to take over the TS-2068
public domain library. That position has been vacant ever since
Don Brumfield was tranfered out of state in May.

The Nite-Times News is a Public Domain feature of the Nite
Owl Special BBS. If you desire to have a hard-copy mailed to
your home, please provide $6.00 per year to cover the cost of
postage. If you desire to reprint any articles that appear on
here, please provide credit to the author and where it came
from. If you have any suggestions or would like to submit an
article, leave email to Gary Lessenberry (ID3@) or write to me
at 1885A Yorktown Avenue, Great Lakes, Illinois 60088.

Articles that appear in this issue are:
Zterm Fix Misprint
Telecommuter's Corner
Fido Network Update
1988 Timex-Sinclair Computerfest
Timex-Sinclair BBS Update
On The QL
An Easy Improvement For Your TS-2068 Keyboard

ZTERM FIX MISPRINT
Provided by Pat Frangella

Pat Frangella spotted a misprint in the program listing for
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the Zterm64 Xmodem fix. The error is in 1line 60 and should
read as follows:

6@ READ adrs: READ Size: For i=Adrs to Adrs+Size-1: Read v:

POKE i,v: NEXT 1: RETURN

TELECOMUNICATIONS CORNER
By Gary Lessenberry

This month I'd like to chat about something other than Timex
supportive Bulletin Boards, modems or software. There are many
various telecomm services that we telecommuters can access via
any computer. The system that [ will examine is called a
Diversi-Dial or DDial as many refer to it. It is an Apple based
multi user system that usually has seven phone lines comming
into it. Each phone line has a separate number, but there is
also a system master number. When you call the master number,
there is special search circuitry <(provided by the phone
company) that will scan the lines and connect you to the first
open line that it encounters.

The DDials are chat systems. A chat system is where several
users may get online together for conferencing. These systems
are usually open forum but with strict policing by their Sysops
and Co-Sysops. Seldom do you find any rude or vulgar activities
being tolerated on a DDial.

Along with the multi-user chat capabilities, there is also
RAM-based email that can be read once, and only once before it
is destroyed! The Sysop can also post general ©bulletins that
can be accessed by all or displayed to all online users at
random if the Sysop so desires.

There are a few basic commands that you will need to get
started on a DDial as listed below:

/H Using this command followed by your name will allow all
of your transmissions to be preceeded by your name.

/1 This is the system information inquiry and will help
educate you on how to use the DDial.

/? This will call up this master command list for your
examination.

/P This command, followed by another user’'s line number
will allow you to send personnal messages without
public viewing.

It should be noted that most DDials are membership systems.
Due to the tremendous overhead, very few people can afford to
operate without subscribers. These systems will wusually have
three levels of users: 1. Non-members who may logon for ten
minute increments with limited privledges when the system 1is
open to the public, 2. Guests who have non-subscription
passwords that allow them limited privliedges <(more than non-
members) and access to the system when it is 1locked from the
public, 3. Members are allowed full privliedges at all times.

[f you have a few minutes one night and have one of the
below listed systems near-by, give it a call. Like me, you may
find that it is a great wealth of information, contacts and






